
Dylan Forest Staack Morse 

Dylan.morse@yale.edu  
 

Education  
Yale School of the Environment                                                                                                   May 2026 

Master of Environment Science 

Research: Conservation Ecology, Water Availability, Schmitz Lab 

 

Hamilton College                  May 2022 

Bachelor of Arts 

Double Major: Honors Biology and Hispanic Studies 

GPA: 3.7/4 

 

Fellowships 
Watson Fellow, New York, NY                                                                                                    2022–2023 

Watson Foundation, Fellow 

• Awarded a highly selective fellowship to conduct international research exploring the impact 

of climate change on Atlantic salmon populations and the indigenous, commercial, and 

recreational communities that surround them. 

• Identified and traveled to salmon-related sites in Iceland, Norway, Scotland, Chile, 

Argentina, and Spain to conduct field research and interview more than 100 recreational 

guides, anglers, commercial fish farmers, scientists, and policy makers.  

 

Emerson Fellow, Owego, NY                                                                                                                 2020 

Hamilton College, Researcher 

• Led research in conjunction with Trout Unlimited and the Tioga County Soil & Water 

District to investigate water quality, stream health, and trout populations in Owego Creek.  

• Published a study evaluating fishery health to inform future conservation management. 

 

Work Experience  
Yale Program on Climate Change Communication, New Haven, CT              September 2024–-Present 

Yale University, Partnerships Research Assistant, Part-time 

• Building research methods, climate storytelling, and environmental communication 

workshops from YPCCC research to help partners effectively engage stakeholders.  

 

United States Geological Survey, Turner Falls, MA                                                                             2024 

Conte Anadromous Fish Research Laboratory, Biological Science Technician 

• Used large flumes to investigate the kinematics and swimming ability of anadromous species 

and determine the effect of hydraulics on migratory fish passage.  

 

Bristol Bay Lodge, Aleknagik, AK                                                                             May–September 2021 

Wilderness and Fly-Fishing Lodge, Lodge Operations and Management 

• Distributed gear, provisions, and safety equipment via sea plane and boat to remote outposts.  

 

Research Experience  
Pierce Lab, Cambridge, MA                                                                                           January–April 2024 

Harvard University, Researcher, Naomi Pierce Lab, Part-time 

• Investigated the optical properties of Lepidoptera wings to determine how scale structure 

influences color reflectance to find bioinspired solutions to climate change.  

• Inspected color reflectance and removing scales for scanning electron microscopy. 

 

mailto:Dylan.morse@yale.edu
https://fellows.watson.foundation/2023/fellows/dylan-morse.html


Freelance Researcher, London, UK                                                                             February–April 2024 

DeSmog News, Researcher, Part-time 

• Researched sustainable seafood farming practices within the industrial aquaculture industry, 

focusing on the sources of aquafeed ingredients in Atlantic salmon aquaculture.  

• Investigating and conducting interviews to determine the trade of fish meal and fish oil. 

 

 

Reynolds Lab, Clinton, NY                                                                                                          2021–2022 

Hamilton College, Researcher, Patrick Reynolds Lab 

• Investigated the spread of Amynthas jumping worms using a haplotype analysis to recreate 

phylogeographic spread. Published as thesis alongside the Reynolds lab.  

• Sampled specimens to sequence genetic material using high-level PCR laboratory techniques.  

 

Leadership and Extracurriculars 
Volunteer Firefighter – Hose Company, Clinton Fire Dept., Clinton, NY                               2018–2022 

 

Student Assembly Representative, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY                                          2019–2021 

 

Publications and Presentations  
Publications 

Morse, D. Reynolds, PD. 2022. “The phylogeography and invasion history of jumping worms on the 

Hamilton College campus inferred through populations genetics.” Hamilton College Digital Commons. 

 

Morse, D. Strong, A. 2020. “Assessment of the Owego Creek Stream Restoration Project, Park 

Settlement Road Site: A Reevaluation of Stream Habitat and Water Quality.” Trout Unlimited; Tioga 

County Soil & Water Conservation District. 

 

Presentations 

Brunswick, Maine. August 2022: “Swimming Upstream: How Culture Impacts Atlantic Salmon 

Conservation.” Bowdoin College. Watson Conference, Fellows Series Talk.  

 

Puerto Natales, Chile. April 2022: “Swimming Upstream: How Culture Impacts Atlantic Salmon 

Conservation.” The School for Field Studies, Patagonia Climate Studies, Research Talk.  

 

Clinton, New York. May 2022: “The phylogeography and invasion history of jumping worms on the 

Hamilton College campus inferred through populations genetics.” Hamilton College Biology Department 

Speaker Series. 

 

Clinton, New York. April 2021: “NSF Proposal: Social connectivity of crows and the chance of becoming 

infected with West Nile virus.” Disease and Behavior Seminar. 

 

Owego, New York. October 2020: “Owego Creek Restoration Results – Status of the Stream.” Emerson 

Fellow Seminar.  
 

Skills: Fluency in Spanish, Scientific Communication, ArcGIS, Unipro UGENE, Creative Writing, 

Laboratory Skills, PCR Techniques, Ecological Data Analytics, Water Quality Assessment.  

 

Pastimes: Wilderness Emergency Medicine, Traditional Salmon Fly-Tying, Marathon Canoe Racing, 

Rugby, Baseball, Foraging and Wildcrafting, Latin American Magical Realism and Poetry. 


