
 
 

1 
 

 

 

YIQNG (SUNNY) WANG 
+1 (203) 654-5252 

sunny.wang@yale.edu 
 

Education                                                                                               
Yale university 2024 - 2026 
School of the Environment, Master of Environmental Science New Haven, CT, US 
Advisor: Dr. Oswald Schmitz  
Project: The impact of human activities and land use on the spatiotemporal distribution 
of Yunnan Snub-nosed Monkey (Rhinopithecus bieti). 

 

  
Imperial College London 2015 - 2019 
Department of Life Sciences, Bachelor of Science in Biology (Second Class Honors) London, UK 
Advisor: Dr. Julia Schroeder  
Project: Climate change and breeding phenology in the Eurasian blue tit (Cyanistes caeruleus). 
 
Work and Research Experience                                                                                             
Peking University Jan 2023 - Jul 2024 
School of Life Sciences, Research Assistant (full-time) Lijiang, China 
Advisor: Dr. Sheng Li  
Research: Science-based conservation of Yunnan Snub-nosed Monkey in the Three Rivers Parallel Region  
focusing on population monitoring, social process mapping, and community-based conservation. 
 
Chinese Felid Conservation Alliance                                        Nov 2019 - Jul 2022 
Research Officer (full-time) Beijing, China 
Research: Science-based conservation of North China leopard (Panthera pardus japonensis) focusing on 
population monitoring, human-wildlife conflicts, habitat restoration and community-based conservation. 
 
University of Cambridge Oct 2017 - Aug 2018 
Department of Zoology, Placement student (part of BSc degree, full-time) Cambridge, UK 
Advisor: Dr. Stephen Montgomery  
Project: Olfactory learning of the invasive Harlequin ladybirds (Harmonia axyridis) and its possible 
neuroanatomical basis. 
 
Publication                                                                                           

Wang Y., Liu M., Xia F., Wang Y., Song D., Liu Y. & Li S. (2024).  Big cats persisting in human-dominated 
landscape: Habitat suitability and connectivity of leopards in central North China. Landsc Ecol 39, 94. 

Gao Y., Wang Y., Lee ATL., Liu Y., Luo Y., Orrick K., Alexander JS., Sangoma JT., & Clark SG. (2023). 
Contextualizing sociodemographic differences in Tibetan attitudes toward large carnivores. Conservation 
Science and Practice, e13049.  

Liu M., Wang Y., Xia F., Bu H., Liu Y., Shen X. & Li S. (2023). Free-ranging livestock altered spatio-temporal  
behaviors of the endangered North Chinese leopard (Panthera pardus japonensis) and its prey, and  
intensified human-leopard conflict. Integrative Zoology, 18(1):143-156. 

Wang Y., Ma Z., Wang G., Lou Y., Song D., Lou B., Li L., Fan X., Huang Q. & Li S. (2022). Spatiotemporal 
patterns of cattle depredation by the North Chinese Leopard in Taihang Mountains and its management 

mailto:sunny.wang@yale.edu


 
 

2 
 

strategy: A case study in Heshun, Shanxi Province. Biodiversity Science, 30(9):21510. In Chinese. 
Ma Z., He Z., Wang Y., Song D., Xia F., Cui S., Su H., Deng J., Li P. & Li S. (2022). An update on the current 

distribution and key habitats of the clouded leopard (Neofelis nebulosa) populations in China, 30(9): 22349. 
In Chinese. 

Chik HYJ., Estrada C., Wang Y., Tank P., Lord A. & Schroeder J. (2022). Individual variation in reaction norms but 
no directional selection in reproductive plasticity of a wild passerine population. Ecology and Evolution, 
12(2):e8582. 

WangY., Lou Y., Gu X., Luo S. & Song D. (2021). Xinlong county of Ganzi, Sichuan, a newly discovered felid  
hotspot in South-west China. Cat News, 73:32-36. 

Lou Y., Song D., Lou B., Xia F., Chen Y., Wang Y. & Huang Q. (2020). Overview of the Camera-trapping Platform  
for Felid Species in China: Data integration by a conservation NGO.  Biodiversity Science, 28(09):26-33.  
In Chinese. 

Wang Y., Qi X. & Gao Y. (2019). Human-wildlife conflicts: the challenge facing human-wildlife coexistence.  
Science, 71(5):5. In Chinese. 

 
Awards & Grants                                                                                   
Yale School of the Environment Master Student Travel Award ($490)  2024 
One Yangtze River Youth Activist Support Program Small Steps Scholarship (20,000RMB) 2023 
Zhilan Foundation Species Conservation Small Grant (co-awarded) (200,000RMB) 2021-2022 
Balfour-Browne Trust Fund (£935) 2017 
 
Conference & Presentation                                                                                              
15th annual Student Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS-NY)  2024 
Speed talk: Rewilding leopards: Joining science and society for human-nature 
coexistence in China. 

New York, NY, US 

Global Leopard Conference  2023 
Full talk 1: Respecting Nature, can we expect the leopard's return to modern Beijing? Online 
Full talk 2: Neighbouring leopards—The spatio-temporal risk of cattle depredation by 
North Chinese leopards and how to manage it. 

 

9th World Conference on Ecological Restoration  2021 
Poster: Homing leopards, restoring ecosystem integrity over a Chinese mountain range 
in the name of its apex predator. 

Online 

 
Volunteering & Training                                                                                      
Volunteering (part-time) 
Snowland Great River Environmental Protection Association 2019 - now 
Wildlife monitoring, community empowerment on the Tibetan plateau. Yushu, China 
British Trust for Ornithology   2019 
Bird ringing and population monitoring in Berkshire, UK. London, UK 
Cloud Mountain Conservation 2018-2021 
Illegal primate trades tracking on social media platforms and legal instrument collation. Online 
Natural History Museum of London 2017-2019 
Collection identification, processing and data digitization (Coleoptera, Fish & Reptile). London, UK 
Zoological Society of London 2017 
Yangtze river fin-less porpoise project questionnaire translation (Chinese to English). London, UK 
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Training  
13th Advanced Field course in Ecology and Conservation Oct-Dec 2021 
Organized by Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden Chinese Academy of Sciences. Xishuangbanna, China 
Illegal Wildlife Trade Training Camp Dec 2020 
Organized by Guangxi Biodiversity Research and Conservation Association. Xiamen, China 
Interdisciplinary Conservation Science Study Group Jun-Aug 2019 
Organized by Conservation Edgewalkership. Online 
British Ecological Society Summer School Jul 2017 
Organized by British Ecological Society. Wales, UK 
Indonesia Terrestrial and Marine Expedition Jun-Jul 2016 
Organized by Operation Wallacea. Sulawesi, Indonesia 
 
Other Skill & Interests                                                                       
Language  Mandarin Chinese (native); English (fluent); Spanish (beginner); Tibetan (beginner). 
Computing RStudio; ArcGIS; QGIS; MaxEnt; Microsoft Office; PS; Lr; CapCut Video Editor. 
Fieldwork Camera trapping; Coral reef sampling; Plant and bird ID and transect sampling; Drone 

technology; Qualitative interviews; Project management. 
Leadership Yale University Conservation Biology Student Interests Group co-leader (2024-2025); 

Conservation Edgewalkership online and field course organizer and teacher (2020-now); 
Hongwen High School Student Council Head of Events Department (2013-2014). 

Sport Qualified PADI Open Water Diver (2016); Basketball; Taekwondo. 
Photographing China Wildlife Image and Video Competition New Star Observation Award (2022). 
Performance China CCTV wildlife documentary (2020-2022); Imperial College London dance competition 

(2019); Cambridge University drama club stage play (2017). 
 


