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Education

Current Doctor of Philosophy, School of the Environment, Yale University
Dissertation: Carnivore Vertical Niche Partitioning and Agroecology in a Montane Cloud
Forest Reserve in Chiapas, México
Co-Advisors: Dr. Oswald Schmitz and Dr. Liza Comita

2020 Master of Science, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Thesis: Carnivore trophic and spatial ecology in the urban ecosystem Advisor: Dr. Nyeema
C. Harris, Applied Wildlife Ecology (AWE) Lab

2017 Bachelor of Science, Wildlife Ecology & Conservation, University of Florida, Gainesville

2010 Associate in Arts, Biology, Miami Dade College, Miami, FL

Grants & Fellowships

2024 Fulbright Fellowship, Fulbright Garcia-Robles Program, Mexico (6 months, $8,000). Open
research award for doctoral-related work, supported by the U.S.-Mexico Commission for
Educational Exchange (COMEXUS).

2024 McDougal Teaching Fellowship, Yale Poorvu Center for Teaching and Learning ($5,700)

2023 Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship Program, National Academy of Sciences
($23,000/year for 4 years of doctoral program, ~$108,000).

2023 Yale Institute for Biospheric Studies Early Research Grant ($3,000)

2022 Panthera Kaplan Graduate Research Award, ($18,000) Project: Cats, Cattle, and
Conflict: understanding the drivers of vertical space use in the Neotropical felid guild of
Chiapas, Mexico.

2022 Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Grant, American Museum of Natural History ($3,500)
2022 Yale Tropical Resources Institute Endowment Fellowship ($8,000)

2021 Lewis & Clark Fund Grant, American Philosophical Society ($5,000)

2021 Latin American and Caribbean Studies Research Award, Univ. of Mich. ($2,000)
2020 Tinker Foundation Field Grant ($1,000)

2018 Rackham Merit Fellowship, Rackham Graduate School at the University of Michigan.



($27,000/year stipend support and tuition waiver).

2011 Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) Undergraduate Research Award,
University of Florida ($3,600)

2009 Hall of Fame Scholarship, Miami Dade College ($1,000)

Awards

2025 Best Poster Award for Canopy carnivores: drivers of vertical niche partitioning in a
montane tropical forest reserve, 41st Annual Research Day, Yale School of the Environment

2021 Undergraduate Research Opportunity (UROP) Mentor Award Nominee, University of
Michigan

2020 Honorable Mention - National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship
Program

2019 Teaching Excellence Award - BIO 173 (Winter 2019), University of Michigan

2018 Teaching Excellence Award - BIO 173 (Fall 2018), University of Michigan

Publications

2026 Gamez, S. and Harris, N. C. Wild prey availability determines efficacy of carnivore conflict
mitigation. In Press, Conservation Biology.

2025 Gonzalez, G., Gamez, S., and Harris, N. C. Carnivore activity across land use gradients in a
Mexican biosphere reserve. Scientific Reports 15, 4431 (2025).
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-025-87850-7

2022 Gamez, S., and Harris, N.C. Conceptualizing the 3D niche and vertical space use. Trends in
Ecology and Evolution 37(11). 10.1016/j.tree.2022.06.012

2022 Gamez, S., A. Potts, K. L. Mills, A. Allen, A. Holman, P. M. Randon, O. Linson, N. C. Harris.
Downtown diet: a global meta-analysis of increased urbanization on the diets of
vertebrate predators. Proceedings of the Royal Society B, 289(1970), 20212487.

2022 Harris, N.C,, S. Gdmez, G. I. Gadsden, and R. Malhotra. Textured species range maps
enhance interdisciplinary science capacity across scales. Frontiers in Ecology and the
Environment. 10.1002 /fee.2474

2021 Gamez, S., and Harris, N. C. (2021) Living in the concrete jungle: carnivore spatial ecology
in urban parks. Ecological Applications 31(6):e02393. 10.1002/eap.2393

2021 Lima, S., Gamez, S., Arringdale, N., Harris, N. C. Vigilance response of a key prey species to

anthropogenic and natural threats in Detroit. Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution.
10.3389/fevo.2021.570734
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Teaching Experience

Spring 2026

Fall 2024

Fall 2021
Winter 2021

Fall 2019
Winter 2019

Fall 2018

Graduate Teaching Fellow, Conservation Science and Landscape Planning,
Yale University (Enrollment: 12)

Graduate Teaching Fellow, Equitable Teaching Practices (Enrollment: 22), Mentorship
in the Lab (Enrollment: 31), Reflective Teaching Practices (Enrollment: 5),
Metacognition & Learning (Enrollment: 18), Yale University, Poorvu Center for Teaching
and Learning

Graduate Teaching Fellow, Wildlife Movement Ecology, Yale University (Enrollment: 12)

Graduate Student Instructor, Biology of Mammals, University of Michigan (Enrollment:
30)

Graduate Student Instructor, General Ecology, University of Michigan (Enrollment: 80)

Graduate Student Instructor, Introduction to Biology (Lab), University of Michigan
(Enrollment: 240)

Graduate Student Instructor, Introduction to Biology (Lab), University of Michigan
(Enrollment: 240)

Research Experience

2020-current Graduate Student Researcher, Yale School of the Environment.

2018-2020

2018

2017

2016

2015-2017

Project: Carnivore Vertical Niche Partitioning and Agroecology in a Montane Cloud Forest
Reserve in Chiapas, México

Skills: Tropical field ecology, canopy access (double rope technique), camera trapping,
iDNA analysis, LiDAR point-cloud data analysis, species distribution modeling, niche
modeling.

Graduate Student Researcher, Applied Wildlife Ecology (AWE) Lab

Project: Carnivore trophic and spatial ecology in the urban ecosystem

Skills: Occupancy modeling, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), R programming
language, community outreach.

Frontiers Program Summer Research at the University of Michigan Biological Station
Project: Investigating factors affecting occupancy and co-occurrence patterns in four
carnivores at UMBS (Supervised by Dr. Nyeema C. Harris)

Skills: Occupancy modeling, camera trapping, R programming.

Research Technician, USGS Wetland and Aquatic Research Center, Gainesville, FL
Skills: eDNA (water filtration method), DNA extraction.

Field Research Assistant, Virginia Tech Belize Jaguar Project
Skills: International field work, camera trap deployment, habitat assessment.

Research Technician, University of Florida Honey Bee Research and Extension Lab
Skills: insect dissection, DNA extraction, sequencing sample preparation, field collection of
wild pollinators.
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Conference Presentations

2025

2022

2021

2020

2019

41st Annual Research Day, Yale School of the Environment, New Haven, Connecticut
Canopy carnivores: drivers of vertical niche partitioning in a montane tropical forest reserve.

Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation (ATBC), Cartagena, Colombia
Cats, cattle, and conflict: using agent-based modeling to understand how pastoral
management affects jaguar-cattle predation. Co-author: N. C. Harris

Ecological Society of America (Virtual)

Downtown Diet: a global meta-analysis of urbanization on consumption patterns of
vertebrate predators. Co-authors: K. Mills, P. Randon, O. Linson, A. Potts, A. Hollson, A.
Allen, N. C. Harris

Gordon Research Conference - Predator-Prey Interactions, Ventura, California
Metropolitan Mammals: Understanding how urbanization affects seasonal predator-prey
dynamics. Co-authors: R. Malhotra, N. C. Harris

International Urban Wildlife Conference, Portland, Oregon
Human-carnivore co-occurrence patterns in Detroit Metro Parks. Co-authors: R. Malhotra,
N. C. Harris

Professional Training & Certifications

2022

2021

Wildlife Capture and Chemical Immobilization, Center for Wildlife Studies, Wildlife
Science Center, Minnesota, USA.

Skills: Immobilization drug dosing and administration, animal restraint and safe handling,
venipuncture, blow dart and air rifle guns for delivering immobilization drugs. (Emphasis
on carnivores)

Canopy Access Techniques, Institute for Tropical Ecology & Conservation. ITEC Research
Station, Bocas del Toro, Panama. Certified at the instructor level to teach and supervise
new climbers.

Skills: Double (DRT) and single rope technique (SRT), safety and emergency procedures,
rescue climbs, transferring between tree limbs, line set-up using hand throwing and
slingshot techniques, climbing at night and in heavy rainfall.

Service & Qutreach

2021
2021
2020-2021
2020

Event organizer - Dia de Muertos at Yale School of the Environment
Applied Wildlife Ecology Lab representative - Detroit Community Conversations Event
Mentor - Undergraduate Research Opportunity (UROP), University of Michigan

Booth designer and facilitator - Feria de Ciencia - Mammals of Michigan en Espafiol, Bach
Elementary School in Ann Arbor
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2019 Co-instructor - Wolverine Express Event: Cesar Chavez Academy, Detroit, MI

Professional Society Membership
Asociacion Mexicana de Mastozoologia (AMMAC)
Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation (ATBC)
Society for Conservation Biology (SCB) - Latin America Chapter
Society for the Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS)
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